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stroke, cancer, and diabetes as 4 of the 10
leading causes of death among American In-
dians and Alaska Natives;

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives die from diabetes, alcoholism, uninten-
tional injuries, homicide, and suicide at
higher rates than other people in the United
States;

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have a life expectancy that is 5.5 years
shorter than the life expectancy of the over-
all population of the United States;

Whereas African American women die from
childbirth or pregnancy-related causes at a
rate that is 3 to 4 times higher than the rate
for non-Hispanic White women;

Whereas African American infants are 3.8
times more likely to die due to complica-
tions related to low birth weight than non-
Hispanic White infants;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive infants are more than twice as likely as
non-Hispanic White infants to die from sud-
den infant death syndrome;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tives have an infant mortality rate twice as
high as that of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive infants are 2.7 times more likely to die
from accidental deaths before their first
birthday than non-Hispanic White infants;

Whereas sickle cell disease affects approxi-
mately 100,000 people in the United States,
occurring in approximately 1 out of every 365
African American births and 1 out of every
16,300 Hispanic births;

Whereas 10.9 percent of Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islanders, 6.3 percent of Asian
Americans, 8.8 percent of Hispanics, 8.7 per-
cent of African Americans, and 14 percent of
American Indians and Alaska Natives re-
ceived mental health treatment or coun-
seling in the past year, compared to 18.6 per-
cent of non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas the 2019 National Healthcare
Quality and Disparities Report found African
Americans and American Indians and Alaska
Natives received worse care than non-His-
panic Whites for about 40 percent of quality
measures, Hispanics and Native Hawaiians
and Pacific Islanders received worse care
than non-Hispanic Whites for 33 percent of
quality measures, and Asian Americans re-
ceived worse care than non-Hispanic Whites
for nearly 30 percent of quality measures;

Whereas nearly 30 percent of reported
COVID-19-related cases are among Hispanics
compared to less than 50 percent comprising
non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas nearly 3.5 times more American
Indians and Alaska Natives, 2.9 times more
Hispanics, and 2.8 times more African Ameri-
cans were hospitalized due to COVID-19 com-
pared to non-Hispanic Whites;

Whereas significant differences in social
determinants of health can lead to poor
health outcomes and declines in life expect-
ancy; and

Whereas community-based health care ini-
tiatives, such as prevention-focused pro-
grams, present a unique opportunity to use
innovative approaches to improve public
health and health care practices across the
United States and to reduce disparities
among racial and ethnic minority popu-
lations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2021, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations in the United States,
such as American Indians, Alaska Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  206—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF APRIL 18
THROUGH APRIL 24, 2021, AS NA-
TIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS
WEEK

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SCOTT of
Florida, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 206

Whereas crime and victimization in the
United States have significant, and some-
times life shattering, impacts on victims,
survivors, and communities across the
United States;

Whereas research suggests that there are
several million violent victimizations each
yvear in the United States, yet less than half
of all violent crimes are ever reported to po-
lice;

Whereas crime victims and survivors need
and deserve support and access to services to
help them cope with the physical, psycho-
logical, financial, and other adverse effects
of crime;

Whereas Congress has recognized the im-
portance of supporting crime victims and
survivors through the passage of legislation
concerning this important issue, including—

(1) the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (34
U.S.C. 20101 et seq.);

(2) the Violence Against Women Act of 1994
(34 U.S.C. 12291 et seq.);

(3) the Survivors’ Bill of Rights Act of 2016
(Public Law 114-236; 130 Stat. 966);

(4) the Family Violence Prevention and
Services Act (42 U.S.C. 10401 et seq.);

(5) the Trafficking Victims Protection Act
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.);

(6) the Elder Abuse Prevention and Pros-
ecution Act (34 U.S.C. 21701 et seq.);

(7) the Amy, Vicky, and Andy Child Por-
nography Victim Assistance Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-299; 132 Stat. 4383);

(8) the Scott Campbell, Stephanie Roper,
Wendy Preston, Louarna Gillis, and Nila
Lynn Crime Victims’ Rights Act (Public Law
108-405; 118 Stat. 2261); and

(9) the Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public
Law 108-405; 118 Stat. 2260);

Whereas crime can touch the life of any in-
dividual, regardless of the age, race, national
origin, religion, or gender of that individual;

Whereas a just society acknowledges the
impact of crime on individuals, families,
schools, and communities by protecting the
rights of crime victims and survivors;

Whereas crime victims and survivors in the
United States, and the families of those vic-
tims and survivors, need and deserve support
and assistance to help cope with the often
devastating consequences of crime;

Whereas, since Congress adopted the first
resolution designating Crime Victims Week
in 1985, communities across the TUnited
States have joined Congress and the Depart-
ment of Justice in commemorating National
Crime Victims’ Rights Week to celebrate a
shared vision of a comprehensive and col-
laborative response that identifies and ad-
dresses the many needs of crime victims and
survivors and the families of those victims
and survivors;

Whereas the Senate applauds the work of
crime victims advocates to ensure that all
crime victims and survivors, and the fami-
lies of those victims and survivors, are—

(1) treated with dignity, fairness, and re-
spect;

(2) offered support and services, regardless
of whether the victims and survivors report
crimes committed against them; and
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(3) recognized as key participants within
the criminal, juvenile, Federal, and Tribal
justice systems in the United States when
the victims and survivors report crimes; and

Whereas the Senate recognizes and appre-
ciate the continued importance of—

(1) promoting the rights of, and services
for, crime victims and survivors; and

(2) honoring crime victims and survivors,
and the individuals who provide services for
those victims and survivors: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports—

(A) the designation of the week of April 18
through April 24, 2021, as National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week; and

(B) the theme of National Crime Victims’
Rights Week 2021, ‘‘Support Victims. Build
Trust. Engage Communities.””, which empha-
sizes the importance of leveraging commu-
nity support to help crime victims and sur-
vivors;

(2) recognizes that crime victims and sur-
vivors, and the families of those victims and
survivors, should be treated with dignity,
fairness, and respect;

(3) applauds the work carried out by thou-
sands of victim assistance organizations and
agencies that serve crime survivors at the
local, State, Federal, and Tribal levels;

(4) remains committed to funding pro-
grams authorized by the Victims of Crime
Act of 1984 (34 U.S.C. 20101 et seq.) and the
Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (34
U.S.C. 12291 et seq.), among other Federal
programs, which help thousands of public,
community-based, and Tribal victim and
survivor assistance organizations and agen-
cies that provide essential, and often life-
saving, services to millions of crime victims
throughout the United States; and

(5) encourages the observance of the 40th
anniversary of National Crime Victims’
Rights Week with appropriate public aware-
ness, education, and outreach activities.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
have 9 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
May 11, 2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a

hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
The Subcommittee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TAXATION AND IRS
OVERSIGHT

The Subcommittee on Taxation and
IRS Oversight of the Committee on
Armed Services is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, May 11, 2021, at 2:30 p.m., to
conduct a hearing.

———

PROMOTING MINORITY HEALTH
AWARENESS AND SUPPORTING
THE GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL MINORITY HEALTH
MONTH IN APRIL 2021

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, if I could
say, this is kind of like the old days,
with you up there.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res. 205, submitted
earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 205) promoting minor-
ity health awareness and supporting the
goals and ideals of National Minority Health
Month in April 2021, which include bringing
attention to the health disparities faced by
minority populations of the United States
such as American Indians, Alaska Natives,
Asian Americans, African Americans, His-
panics, and Native Hawaiians or other Pa-
cific Islanders.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN. I know of no further de-
bate on the measure.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If there is no further debate, the
question is on adoption of the resolu-
tion.
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The resolution (S. Res. 205) was
agreed to.

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the preamble be agreed to
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF THE WEEK OF APRIL 18
THROUGH APRIL 24, 2021, AS NA-
TIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS
WEEK

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
206, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 206) supporting the
designation of the week of April 18 through
April 24, 2021, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 12,
2021.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m., Wednesday, May 12;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; fur-
ther, that upon the conclusion of morn-
ing business, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session to resume consider-
ation of the motion to discharge the
nomination of Chiquita Brooks-LaSure
to be Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services from
the Finance Committee; that at 12
noon all time be considered expired and
the Senate vote on the motion to dis-
charge the Brooks-LaSure nomination;
that the cloture motions filed during
yesterday’s session of the Senate ripen
following disposition of the motion to
discharge; further, that if cloture is in-
voked on Executive Calendar No. 108,
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Ronald Stroman, all postcloture time
be considered expired at 3:30 p.m.; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order, following the remarks of
Senator INHOFE of Oklahoma.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

———

ALLIES AND PARTNERS

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Winston
Churchill famously said: ‘“‘There is only
one thing worse than fighting with al-
lies, and that is fighting without
them.”

Republicans and Democrats agree:
Strong alliances and partnerships are
key to the asymmetric advantage that
the United States has over our stra-
tegic competitors.

Like every President before him,
President Biden has rightly made
America’s alliances and partnerships a
cornerstone of his administration. It is
a national security policy.

Alliances and partnerships are not a
substitute for a strong American mili-
tary. A strong military is the founda-
tion of our alliances. Military power
creates leverage and credibility for our
diplomats, and just as importantly, it
creates a deterrent.

Real deterrence cannot be achieved
unless it is credible, and it cannot be
credible unless we properly fund our
military and have our allies and part-
ners with us. It has to be both. You
can’t have one or the other. Why? Be-
cause our partnerships are two-way
streets. Alliances aren’t just for show.
They are not just empty statements
that we are blindly sending money to
support vague goals. These relation-
ships are built on mutual interests.
They benefit us just as much as they
benefit other countries. Look at the
billions of dollars that some of our al-
lies have contributed to U.S. bases in
their countries.

“National Defense Strategy’’—this
book is the one that was put together
in 2018. It was put together by 12 peo-
ple, 6 Republicans and 6 Democrats, all
experts in their field. In fact, one of
them just this morning was in a com-
mittee hearing before our committee.
This document has been our blueprint
for a long period of time, so this is
what we have, and this is what we feel
is going to be something that will stay
with us for a long time.

In this book, it states that—and I am
quoting from it now—‘‘mutually bene-
ficial alliances and partnerships are
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